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IL. U Ki. XX-.8; 


And he ſaid unto them, Render therefore 


unto Ceſar the things which be Ceſars, 
and unto God the things which be God s. 


HE s E words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
RE dare one of thoſe wiſe Anſwers he 
gave to the ſubtle and captious Queſ- b 

tions of his Enemies; in which, he 


and wary Prudence, as at once amaz d them, and 
pur them to ſilence. They Were very watchful, . 
ſome way or other, to enſnare him. On this oc- 
caſion, they ſuborned Men to go to him, who 
ſhould feigu themſelves juſt Men, Men of a very. 
tender Regard to Conſcience, and therefore ſeem- 
ingly deſirous of a full Information in all Queſ- 
tions relating to it. They came, to all outward 
appearance, in an humble and reſpe&ful manner, 
but covered therewith the.vileſt Hypocriſy. of 
Heart. They asked bim, 4 Maſter, we know. 
that thou ſayeſt and teacheſt rightly, neither accepteſt 
thou the Parker of any, but teacheſt the way of God truly, 
Ver. 21. That is, they expreſs'd a great Opinion 
of his Integrity and E and therefore 
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A SERMON for 
promis'd for him, he would not fear to tell them 
ed Intent, that they might Ia hold of hit Mords, 
Jo-deliver him to. the Power and Aiuburity of the 
Gqveruor, Ver. 20. The Queſtion with which they 
propos d to eninare him was this, I it lawful for. 
us ig give Tribute um Cefar er ub? Ver. 22. They! 
weikloex there Were many among the Jews what 
thought themſelves· ſo- peculiarly the. People 
God, and ſo immediately under his Government, 
that they ought not in Conſcience to acknowledge 


the Government of another Nation, eſpecially of 


a. Perſon of another Religion; nor therefore pay 
Tribute to the Roman Emperor; which would be 


* 


naturally conſtrued an Acknowledgment of his 


Authority and Government: And from his Zeal 
for Religion and Reformation, they hoped to find 
him of this Party. But he perceived their Crafti- 
neſs, and lets them know it, ſaying, Ly tempt ye 
me? Ver. 23. Therefore, without directly an- 
ſwering the enſnaririg Se lon, he draws them 
on, by Conceſſions out of their own Mouth, to 
acknowledge their prefent Duty, both with reſpect 
to God, and the Government God's Providence 
had placed over them. Firſt, he requires them 
to ſhew him a Penay, a ſmall Silver Roman Coin; 
then asks, Y/hoſe Image and Superſcription hath it? 
They anſwered and ſaid, Ceſar's. He faith unto them, 
Render therefore unto Ceſar the things which be Ceſar's, 
and unto God the things which be God's. This was a 
ſufficient Intimation of his own Judgment, That 
Ceſar, as their ſupreme Governor, had a right to 
Tribute, and that they were obliged to pay it: 
For it was a conſtructive Acknowledgment that 
Czar was their {ſupreme Governor at that time, 
becauſe their Money was ſtamped with his Image, 
and bore his Superſcription; for theſe were Marks 
of the Chief Magiſtracy, and Prerogatives pecu- 
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liar to it. Upon this Suppoſition, without ſet- 
ting them to perplex themſelves and others with all 
the Niceties of Ceſar's Title, he ſhews them what 
was their plain Duty to Ceſar, now it was evi- 
dent God had brought them under his Dominion; 


remembring till, Io God had his Rights, as well 


as Ceſar : and what they were concerned in, with 
reſpect to both, Fs to give to each their felpec- 


tive Dues. 
In f peaking to theſe Words, 1 hl | briefly do 


- theſe following Arne 


AI. Condi der what our 9 ln Heparin 
That God and the Civil Magiſtrate have each their 
Rights, reer N we are obliged to dne n 


II. Shew ha. we are blip to anſwer them 
wherever they are ſufficiently diſcover d. 5 


III. Accommodate theſe Obſervations to the 


Occaſion of this Day 8 Aſſembly. 


I. I am to conſider what our "FRF bp 
That God and the Civil Magiſtrate have each their 
Rights, which we are obliged to anſwer. Our 
Saviour ne well ene this as a Truth. 

For, 
In the firſt piace, Nothing can be plainer with 


reſpect to God, and his Rights to the higheſt Ho- 


nour and Reverence, the moſt ready, conſtant, and 
extenſive Obedience. God is in himſelf a Being 


of infinite Perfection: It is he who made the Heavens, 


the Earth, and all things that are therein. With re- 
ſpect to ourſelves in particular, he it the Father of, 


the Spirits of all Heſb, and hath formed the Spirit of 


Man within bim. It is he who preſerveth all things 
by the Word of his Power, who upholdeth our Souls in 
Life, who 1s the Author * every yu and l 
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Gift, of all the Happineſs we have ever enjoy d, 
3 and of all the Happineſs we can ever expect, ei- 
#4 ther in this World, or another. He is our ſu- 
5 preme Lord and Governor, King of kings, and Lord 
MB of lords. In him therefore all Rights, and Titles to, 
Obedience are united; who is our Benefactor and 
Patron; our Maſter, Father, and King; our Re- 
deemer, and our Maker. 5 
2. With reſpect to the Civil Magiſtrate, the 
high Ends of his Inſtitution, and the many Bene- 
fits proceeding from it to publick Society, ſhew he 
muſt have his Rights too. For beſides the natu- 
ral Inclination whereby Men deſire the Advan- 
tages of Social Life, there is an Order exprefi or 
tacitly agreed upon, concerning the Manner of their 
Union in Social Life together: And thereby the 
Chief Magiſtracy 1s inveſted ever with a Power 
of directing the Actions of the Community, in 
ſuch way as ſhall moſt tend to the publiek Safety, 
Peace, and Happineſs. This is as the Soul of the 
Body Politick, by which it is animated, held to- 
gether, and employ'd in ſuch Actions as the pub- 
lick Good requires. So that wherever the Chief 
Magiſtracy is placed in every Community, there 
is a Power veſted in it to direct the Actions of 
the ſeveral Members of it; which Directions 
they are under Obligations to obey. The Right 
of the Magiſtrate to Obedience in theſe Acts of 
Government, muſt be the ſame as his Right to 
Government itſelf; and Men ſubje& to Govern- 
ment, are held to anſwer this Right upon as high 
Obligations at leaſt, as they are to anſwer the 
Duties of any other Relation they ſtand in to each 
other, So that this Civil Relation, once eftabliſh'd, 
induces a Moral Obligation. The Rights of Prin- 
ces, and the Obedience of Subjects, become Eu- 
gagements of Conſcience; in part, as the Duty 
of all Relations is bound upon Men by the W. 
. 8 | O 
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Reformation of 11 . 5 


Happineſs of Society, with the Means neceſſary 
to procure and preſerve them, that is, the Inſtitu- 
tion and juſt Rights of Governours, is the Mil 
and Intention of God himſelf; who is a God of 


Order, and muſt certainly will the Peace and So- 


cial Welfare of Mankind. St. Paul therefore juſt- 


ly argues our Obedience to the higher Powers 


upon this Principle, That they are ordain d of God, 
Rom. xiii. 1. And therefore every one who refiſteth 


the Power, and juſt Rights belonging to it, reſſteth, 


in ſo doing, the Ordinance of God. But this brings 


IT. To ſhew that we are obliged to anſwer 
theſe Rights wherever they are ſufficiently diſ- 


cover d. | 

It is true, theſe Rights which we are obliged 
to anſwer, muſt be ſufficiently manifeſted. Here 
uſually the greateſt Difficulty of the Queſtion lies- 


For it may ſometimes happen, that the Right of 


requiring Obedience in ſome Caſes may not be 
clear and evident ; in others it may be clear and 
evident that a Claim of Obedience is without any 
Right at all. I would therefore, as far as may 
ſerve our preſent Purpoſe, endeavour briefly to 
ſettle this Point, and ſhew you, how the Rights 


both of God and Ceſar are ſufficiently mani- 


felted. And, 


1. Wherever the Will of God is ſufficiently made 
known, there, his Right to Obedience is indiſputably clear. 


For every Signification of God's Will has the 
Force of a Law, and is to be receiv'd by all as 


the Command of the King of the whole Earth.. 


So that what is manifeſtly diſcovered by the Light 


of Reaſon and the Voice of Nature, is the Will 


of God, the Author of Nature; and is to be re- 
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of Reaſon and. Nature, which is the Law of WM 
God; and further, as the Order, Peace, and 
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© "eeiv'das ſuch by all his Creatures: So alſo is Every 


Declaration of his reveal'd Wilt in his Word. 
In 2 more efpecial manner, when the Dictates of 
Reaſon and Law of Nature are explained and 
mforc'd by the poſitive Revelation of his Will; 
there is all the Evidence Men can in any way re- 
ceive, that God challenges Obedience to them as 
his Right, which they are under the higheſt Obli> 
gation to anſwer. 5 IRBIGET 0 
2. The Rights of the Civil Magiſtrate are there ſuf- 
ficiently manifeſted, when he requires what he has a 
Power veſted in him to require, and makes known his 
Mill in that way. wherein the publick Mil is to be de- 
clared. To underſtand this let it be obſerved, ' 
(1). What the Civil Magiſtrate requires muſt be 
nothing contrary to the ſuperior Will of God, or to that 
peculiar Prerogative God has reſerved to himſelf over 
the Conſciences of Men. Such is the ſupreme Autho- 
tity of God that no other can be equal, mach 
teſs ſuperior, to it. And if it ſhalt ever happen 
that God and Man cannot be obey'd at the ſame 
time, the Caſe is very clear that we are to obey 
God rather than Man: And Conſcience, as it 
is the inward Perſuaſion of a Man's own Mind, 
can only be ſabjec to the Authority of ſuch De- 
clarations, as have, at the ſame time, the Evidence 
of certain Truth to perſuade, and a competent 
Power to command. Hence it was a wife Ob- 
ſervation of a celebrated Cxſuiſt * © That human 
« Laws meddle not with the Underſtanding, 
that is to be governed as it can be perſuaded, 
* and 1s therefore ſubje& to the Empire of none 
© but God. TFC 
( 2.) The Will of the Magiſtrate muſt alſo be fignified 
according to the Conſtitution of the Government in that 
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- #' Taylor, Ductor Dubitant. lib. 3. c. 1. 5. 35. 
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5 | 0,506 oe. 
1 Reformation f Maimers, 899 
Hay and Form of | declaring the publick N whith/iis 
received and eftabliſhed in the Community. The Foun- 9 
dation and Reaſon of this is well expreſs'd by the 
Judicious Mr. Hboker, in whoſe Words 1 ſhall there- 
fore repreſent it to you. At the firſt, when ſome 
. certain Kind of Regiment was once approved, 
cc jt may be that nothing was then further thought 
« upon for the Manner of Governing, but all per- 
'« mitted unto their Wiſdom. and Diſcretion, 
«© which were to rule; till by Experience they 
e found this for all Parts very inconvenient, ſo | 
« as the thing which they had devis'd for a Reme- 1 
“ dy, did indeed but increaſe the Sore which it j 
«* ſhould have cur d. They ſaw that to live by - 
+ © one Man's Will, became the Cauſe of all Mens | 
« Miſery. This conſtrain'd them to come unto | 
Laws, where Men might ſee their Duty before- | | 
hand, and know the Penalties of tranſgreſſing 1 
c them.” Upon this Foot, in moſt Caſes what i 
are declared the Rights of Government by the 
publick Voice of the Law, are only to be under- 
ſtood as ſufficiently manifeſted : I ſay, in moſt Caſes ; 
for it ſhould be heretobſerved, there are ſome Du- 

ties ſo plainly evident, from the very Nature of 
| -Society, that the manifeſt Reaſon of the thing 
| carries an Obligation with it. And upon this 
| account it may be thought ſuperfluous for: the 
J Laws to declare any thing exprefly concerning 
| them: Such as the general Care every good Man 
ſhould have for the Safety and Proſperity of- the 
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l Commonwealth; that he ſhould be ready with 
ö his Eſtate, Fortune, and Life, for its Preſervati- 
5 on; and uſe all his Skill and Induſtry to pro- 
j mote and advance its Intereſts ; which a great 
, 49 W 1 
IId. Pol. I. 1. 8. 10. 
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: Author makes the firſt Principal of political Du. 
ties. A. e — 6 1 00 
(z.) The Rights of the Civil Magiſtrate nre then 
without all queſtion ſufficiently manifeſt, when what he re- 
: quires, tends to promote the very End and Defign of his 
. Inſtitution, and is regularly declared by the publick Voite 
of the Law. In ſuch Caſe no Objection can remain, 
- If hehas a Right to rule at all, to be obeyed in 
any thing, it muſt be ſure in ſuch things which ate 
the proper Buſineſs and Intention of his Office, 
and where none can pretend Ignorance of his Will, 
- or of his Authority to command. When God has 
- made him his Miniſter for Good, and to execute 
Wrath upon him that doth Evil; ſure he has a 
right to puniſh fuch Evil-doers, to reſtrain thoſe 
Evils he was ordained to prevent, and to be obey- 
ed, when he declares it to be his Will to do ſo. 
This muſt be the unqueſtioned Right of the Ma- 
i giſtrate, and when thus ſignified muſt lay an Obli- 
gation in Duty and Conſcience to anſwer it. But! 
proceed now to the — 


i III. Third Thing propoſed, to accommodate 

| - theſe Obſervations to the Occaſion of this Day's 

Aſſembly: and from hence I think it may fully ap- 

3 pear, * 
= ko That the Cauſe of Reformation, in which 
| you are engaged, is a Cauſe wherein the Rights of 

God and Ceſar are concerned. "$0 

1 2. That the Manner, in which you are engaged 

in this Cauſe, is ſufficiently manifeſted to be the 
k Will both of God, and the Civil Magiſtrate. And, 
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1 Cu 3097 Erga totam Civitatem Officium boni Civis eſt, ut ejus 

8. ſalute et incolumitate nihil habeat carius; ut vitam, opes 

0 El -fortunaſque ſuas ad eandem ſervandam libenter offerat; ut ad 
| | . 


eandem illuſtrandam, ejuſque commoda promovenda, omnes in- 
genii et induſtriæ neryos intendat. Puffendorf De Officio Ci- 


vis, 4 2. C. 18. 


Diſpleaſure, and revealed his Wrath too againſt. 


eth the Wrath of God upon them. Eph. 5. 6. It is moſt 


3. That you are under Obligations of Duty * 

and Conſcience to anſwer both; and the rather ſo, 
becauſe in this the Rights, both of God and the 
Government, are united. _ 123 
1. The Cauſe of Reformation in ubich you are 
engaged, is a Cauſe wherein the Rights of God and 
Ceſar are concerned. It is the vertuous Deſign of 
your Societies, to put ſome ſtop to the bold and 
inſolent Immoralit and Profaneneſs of the Age 
wherein we live; to prevent the Sin and miſ- 
chievous Conſequences of Drunkenneſs, Blaſphemy, 
profane Swearing, and Curſing, Profanation of 
the Lord's Day, and ſuch diſſolute, immoral, and 
diſorderly Practices. Theſe are great Diſorders 
with reſpect to God's moral Government of the 
World, highly tending to the Diſhonour of his 
Name, and refle&ing upon his Authority. Theſe - 
are Sins againſt the plaineſt Light of Nature, as. 
well as the moſt expreſs Declarations of God's re- 
vealed Will: So that God has every way ſhewn his 


ſuch unrighteous Deeds. As for theſe things, Men 
are without any Shew or Pretenee of Excuſe, the 
Children of Diſobedience ; ſo becauſe of theſe things com- 


certainly the Will of God that Men ſhould deny ſuch Uns, 
godlineſs and worldly Luſts, without which it is im- 
poſſible they ſhould live either foberly, or righteouſly, 
or godly. Now if ſuch is the Vi of God, is. it not 
his Right to be obeyed therein? And are not all, 
who own-+his Right of God, concerned to acknows, 
ledge it, by doing what in them lies to preyent 
ſuch Diſhonour to his Name? Are they conſtantly; 


to pray that the Name of God may be hallowed, tha 


his Kingdom may come, and his Wilt be done on Earth 
as it is iu Heaven ; and ſhall they be unconcerned at 
ſuch profane Swearing, and ſuch horrid Curſes, as _ 
vilify the Majeſty of God, profane the Blood of th 
. = D 2 Covenan 


„ ii 4 SERMO N yor 5 
Covenant, and make even a Jeſt of the Damnation 
of Hell? Hath an unclean Perſon no Inheritance 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt and of God; and can 
they be unconcerned to ſee ſuch a Vice grow com- 
mon, and impudent, as it is like to do, without 
Ccntroul? Sure if they account themſelves engaged 
in any thing to ſtand up for God, it may be well 
expected they ſhould ſtand up for God againſt ſuch 
Sins, ſo diſhonourable to him, ſuch effectual Bars 
to all the Intentions of his Grace, and ſuch open 
Tranſgreſſions of the Laws of his Government. 
Can we forget theſe things whenever we conſider 

What we are to render to God ? © 
And it is ſure the Right of the Government to pre- 
vent theſe Enormities, and one manifeſt End and 
intended Benefit of Government itſelf to do ſo. 
It was obſerved by our late King of glorious Me- 
mory, * Nothing can p2ove a greater Diſhonour to a 
well-ozdered Government where tie hziſtian Faith 
is p2ofeſſed, noꝛ is likely to pꝛovoke God to withdꝛaw 
hisÞercy and Bleſſings from us, and inſtead there 
of to inflict heavy and ſevere {udgments upon this 
Kingdom than the open and avowed pzactice of Uice, 
Immozalitp, and P2ofanene(ſs. It cannot indeed 
be long before a Government muſt feel the Effects 
| of a general uncontrouled Corruption of Manners. 
| When Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, and profane 
| Swearing have effectually debauched Mens Minds 
| and ruined their Fortunes, both the uſual Confe- 
| quences of ſuch diſorderly Practices, what may 
not be feared from them; not only in the ſpread- 
ing Contagion of ſuch bad Examples, to the ru- 
in of many others in their Eſtates and Credit, 
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* K. William's Proclamation for preventing and puniſhing 
Immorality and Profaneneſs, | | 


their 
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Reformation of. Mainers. 


Hoir Bodies, and their-Sobls;: bat archer iy 
all the Diſorders of Robberies, Riots, and Re- 


bell ions? When profane Swearing ſhall have de- 
ſtroyed all Reverence for an Oath, what way 
may it make to Perjuries of the moſt dangerous 
Conſequence, as to the Lives and Fortunes of 


private Men, ſo to the Quiet if not to the Hazard 
of the Crown itſelf? Sure then, the Government 


has a Right to interpoſe, to prevent or puniſh 
Practices of ſuch Importance to its own Peace and 
Happineſs, to its Honour and Safety. In this 
particular Caſe, the Government has interpoſed, 
and aſſerted this Right: It has declared it in 
many and repeated Acts of the whole Legiſla- 
ture. If then we are to render unto Ceſar the 
things that be Ceſar's, herein his Right is full, and 
fully manifeſted, to put a Stop to theſe Vices, a 
Reſtraint to theſe dangerous Evils. 

2. The Manner in which you are engaged in this 
Cauſe, is ſufficiently manifeſted alſo to be the Will both 
of God and the Civil Magiſtrate. As you are en- 
gaged in this 'vertuous Deſign, where you have. 
the Cauſe of God and your Country in view; 
ſo you have wiſely choſen a Way, in. which it is 
the Vill of both you ſhould purſue it. The Way 
you have choſen, is by united Counſel, and mu- 
tual Aſſiſtance, to take care that the wholeſome 
Laws of your Country, on this behalf provided, 
may be put in due execution. That Laws ſhould 
be executed, is as neceſſary as that they ſhould- 
be made. It does not anſwer our Duty either 
to God, or our Country, that we perſonally our 
ſelves obey what they require, if we do not all 
that we wiſely and prudently may, to prevent. 
and give a Check to the Diſobedience of others. 
It is a commendable Character of a righteous Soul, 
10 be grieved in ſeeing aud hearing i from day to 2 
* 5 HC 
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farb walawful Deeds. 2 Pet. ii. 8. It is an Act of 
Love to God, and Charity to our Neighbour, 


in ſuch Caſes, to admoniſn and reprove them. 


It is then the Mill of God ; Thou ſhalt nat hate tů 
Brother in thy Heart : Thou ſbalt in any wiſe rebuke thy. 


Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him, Levit. xix. 15. 


It is indeed the Admonition of the Wiſe Man, 
He that veproveth @ Scorner, getteth to himſelf Sbame, 


Prov. ix. 7. Such as deride Religion, and ſcoff 


at all good Admonitions, are loſt to all the gent- 4 


ler Methods of Reproof, and it is in vain to try 
them. But will a Zeal for the Honour of God 
and the Intereſts of his Kingdom in the World, 
find out no other Methods where theſe fail, againſt 


outrageous Wickedneſs, and ſo put ſome Stop 
to its ſpreading? The ſame Wiſe Man has di- 
rected to another Method: Judgments are pre- 
pared for Scorners, and Stripes for the Back of Fools, 


Prov. xix. 29. In Caſes where | theſe Methods 
only can have effect and be. of ſervice, are they 
nov as plainly within the Equity of the Rule; 


and the Intention of God, as the gentler Me- 
thods of Admonition and Reproof, where they 
are likely to prevail? Is it not then the Will of 


Cad that we ſhould endeavour, as far as we pru- 


dently may, in his Way, to correct thoſe Evils 


which other Remedies will not reach, and which 
yet the Honour of God, and the Cauſe of Re- 


"ligion, are ſo highly concern'd to have pre- 
'yented. HEE» 55 5 


As to the Civil Magiſtrate, how much it is his 
Will, appears, in that the Laws themſelves have 
directed, and ſet out the Way in which you have 


choſen to proceed. 


It is an undoubted Preſumption, when Laws 
were made, they were intended to be executed: 
And it cannot be a ſeverer Reflection on a Go- 
N | vernment, 
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the worſt executed of any Nation in the World. 
This muſt ſhew the laſt Degeneracy, when 
things are come to that paſs which the Roman 
Hiſtorian complain'd of, That they can neithet 
bear their Vices, nor endure a Remedy for 
them. But it does further appear, that theſes 
Laws in particular, the Execution of which it is 
your Deſign to promote, were intended to be 


put in full execution; and that the proper Aſſiſ- 


tance of all Perſons therein, is both requir d and 
C expetcted. n 2 13 | 

Since there is ſuch Encouragement given for In- 
formations, ſuch Penalties on them who ſhall omit their 
Duty in the Execution of them, and bs 
ſuch Protection given to all Perſont 6 & 7 Gul. 3. 
in doing, or cauſing to be done, any or 


thing in purſuance of them: It has therefore been 
thought neceſſary to enforce the Execution of. 


them by ſeveral Proclamations ;' in the laſt of 
which our preſent King thus ' expreſſes himſelf + 


eule do ffrictly charge and command all out Jny-/ 
ges, Maporg. Sheriffs, Juſtites of the Peare, 
and all other our Dfficers and Piniſters Eccle= 
ſtaſtica and Civil; (after all which follows) 
and other dur Subjetts whom it may toncern, 
to be vety vigilant” and ſtritt in the Diſto- 
very, and the effectual Pꝛoſetution und Punch 
ment of all Perſons who chall be gutlty, Cc. 


* 


+ Labente deinde paulatim Diſciplina, velut deſidentes primo 
mores ſequatur animo, deinde ut magis magiſq; lapſi ſint tum 
ire cæperint prxcipites, donec ad bac Tempora, 2 nec vitia 
noſtra nec remedia pati poſſumus, peryventum eſt. Livius in 
Præſat. 1 | ; Ap 
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This Proclamation, for its Importance, order'&+ 
do be read at the reſpective Aſſizes and Quarter- 
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Seſſions, and four times a Year in every Church 


aud Chappel, is a direct Deſcription of the Me- 


thod you take to ſerve your Country, of the Way 
wherein you have choſen to carry on ſo good a 
Deſign. 7 „ 


3. 1 come now to conſider, That you are un- 
der Obligations to anſwer theſe Rights of God 


and Ceſar; and the rather ſo, becauſe here the 
Rights of both are united. - _ | 

Each of theſe Rights have their ſeparate Ob- 
ligation: Not to give to Ceſar the things that be 


Ceſars, is Diſloyalty, and an higher Injuſtice 


than not to anſwer the private Rights of any par- 
ticular Perſon, + inaſmuch as it is Injuſtice to 
the whole Community, and to every particular 
Perſon in it: For every Right which every Man 
has, and all the Happineſs of Social Life, de- 
pends upon the Protection of the Government, 
and orderly Execution of the Laws: It is contra- 
ry to that Faith and Allegiance we owe to our 
Prince, and to which we are bound by ſolemn 
Oath; for that certainly reſpects the Rights of 


his Government, as well as of his Perſon. 


And not to give to God the things that be 


God's, is Impiety and Irreligion, an Act of yet 


higher Injuſtice, as the Right of God to all Obe- 
dience from us is founded in our very Beings, 
is extenſive as all the Bleſſings we can hope for 


* 


+ ma autem ſapientia quam principem dixi, rerum eſt divina- 
rum atq; humanarum Scientia, in qua continetur, Deorum & 


Hominum Communitas, & Societas inter ipſos. Ea fi maxima 


eſt, ut certe, neceſſe eſt quod a Communitate ducatur Officium, 
id eſſe maximum. Cicero de Office l. 1. $. 43. | 
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48 Men, or expect as Chriſtians, and is Betived 8 


from a Concurrence of every Title. How SS Wt ; 


50 the Obligation then be, when both theſe 5 5 . 5 \ 
ts are united; when: the Laws of God 

our Country call for the ſame Acts of Obe- 
3 from us; and that too, in what ſo nearly 
concerns the Moral Government of God in the 
World, the Intereſts of the Kingdom of Grace, 
and the common Peace and Proſperity of the ; 
whole Nation? Here is no room to cool our 
Zeal with Camaliels Obſervation, Refrain from 

theſe Men, and let them alone, leſt haply ye be found 

even to fight againſt God, Acts v. 38, 39. It may J 

e an active proſecution of human Laws, 
when Men can find no Occaſion againſt thoſe they 

puniſh, concerning the Kingdom, and would never find 

any, except they found it againſt them concerning 

the Law of their God, Dan. vi. 4, 5. as was the 

caſe of Daniel. In ſuch Caſe, to be an former, 
or active Proſecutor, may expoſe Men both to 
Reproach and Danger. But here, you are aſſur'd, 
the Evils you endeavour to reſtrain, are as inju- 
rious to God, and as diſpleaſing to him, as they 
are deſtructive of Peace, Order, and all good 
Government among Men. Here is not the 

leaſt occaſion to doubt the Juſtice of your Cauſe, 

or the Prudence of that Method -in which you 

manage it: All Conſiderations concur to ani- 

mate your Zeal. Go on to ſhew the Regard 

you have to the great Apoſtolical Precepts, how 

truly you fear God, how much you honour the 


King. | 


Now, upon the whole of this Argument, it | 
may appear, 1 hope, 4 
In the firſt place, That your Societies are abun- 74 
dantly vindicated in what they have generouſly un- -- ja 
C dertaken 2 


3 
Vt 2 4 
of * 


8 2 
* r ˙ ¹!—...... — 


— -* 
= » 


Lind. 


not by their Vices Enemies to the Reforma- 


aſſiſt you; I yet fear you meet with ſome Diſ- 


ſeon, it ſhould not be expected. What may be 
the true Reaſons, 1 ſhall not enquire ; it is ſuffi- 
' cient, they cannot be good Ones. It is your De- 
ſign to promote Religion and Vertue, to pre- 
vent the open Progreſs of the moſt mi ſchievous 
Vices. So far, I hope, is well enough. This you 
endeavour in the Way the Laws themſelves 
have preſcrib'd, and the Wiſdom of the Legiſ- 
lature has found out for it. In that too I hope 
there N no Hirm. What then is the Matter? 
Vn mediale, it ſeems, without Authority and Com- 
- miſſion. Strange! that a particular Commiſſion 
ſhould be neceſſary for Chriſtians and Subjetis to 
fear God and honour the King; to wiſh well to 
the Intereſts of Religion, and the Peace of Man- 
kind, and to uſe their beſt Endeavours to pro- 
mote them. It is neceſſary indeed ſome Per- 
ſons be eſpecially appointed, whoſe Buſineſs it 
-ſhould be to attend this Work. The Miniſters 
of God have it therefore in Charge to warn Men 
of theſe Sins, to exhort and rebuke with all Au- 
thority. - The inferiour Magiſtrates have a ſpe 
cial Truſt repos'd in them, with all Faithful- 
neſs, Impartiality, and Diligence, to ſee theſe 
Laws executed. But theſe are —— Obliga- 
tions ſuperadded to the general Obligations of 
Men and Chriſtians. They have the Diſhonour 
of their Character, the Breach of their Truſt, 
. n I 1 


tion you promote, are obliged to encourage and 


couragement, not to ſay Reproach, where, in all rea- 
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Feed all the Miſchiefs the negle& of NES. Pins 
may occaſion, to anſwer for, over and above „ 
e. of that general Duty all owe to God 0 e 


my +5 theſe Rights of God and Ceſar are | 
not reſtrain'd to Miniſters and Magiſtrates. ' It 
is manifeſtly the Will of both, that al Men” 
ſhould, as far as they reaſonably may, promote 
their plain and juſt Rights, and therefore put 
ſome Stop to thoſe Vices, they both require 
ſhould be reſtrain d. | 4 
I am aſham'd to mention, as an Objection, 1 
That ou offer your ſelves willingly to this Service. 4 
Sure Men muſt be very hard put to it, to find I 
out Objections, when it ſhall be ſuppos d a Fault + 
in Men, that they are willing to do Good. If 
your Conduct is reproached with falſe Accuſations, 
and ſuch, as far as I could ever ſind, are what 
our Enemies lay to your Charge; lo may the 
belt Deſigns in the world be uſed, ſo they too 
often Ew been. In ſuch Caſe, Innocence is a 
full Vindication, and common Juſtice requires 
no Man ſhould receive or ſpread an evil Re- 
port of another, till it ſhall be prov'd ; that he 
ſhould reject, with a vertuous Reſ-ntment, every 
ſuch Report that has been diſprov'd. Indeed, no 
Men, much leſs numbers of Men, are free from 
all Miſtakes, or therefore from all Acts of Impru- 
dence: All that Men can do, and with which 
therefore, ſure, every one ſhould be fatisfy'd, is, 
to uſe ſuch regular and prudent Care as you 
have, preſcrib'd to your ſelves; to act by calm 
and deliberate Counſel; to diſcountenance all =_— 
Raſhneſs, and effectually remedy every Miſtakghke 
thar comes to your knowledge. 1 
What can further remain Tor your full Vindica- 
tion, but What is in your own hands to do; to 
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Charge you generouſly ſupport, to defeat the 


* 5 verting Judgment, and to render all Laws in- 


* effectual; what muſt be the fatal Conſequence 
i if you ſhould lay aſide your Care! Think with 
= yourſelves, if things are now ſo bad with us, how 
+ # . a 


„ * much worſe they muſt be, when there is no Check, 

2 no Controul; when you ſhall yield the Victory 
to Vice, when it ſhall have born down all Op- 
poſition, and none are left to ſtand againſt it. 
Good Minds will be affected fure with ſuch a mi- 
i ſerable State of their Country. But you ſhould 
K alſo conſider how near this may bring the Danger 


mae w, by the exact Regularity of your own Man- 
ners, your Zeal for the Reformation of others, is 
ſincerè and upright? By a conſtant exerciſe of 

"thoſe Vertues your ſelves, which you endeayour - 
$ to promote in others; by an eſpecial Care of 
> Vertue and Religion in your own Families, you 


'F .. _giveto it from your own Affairs, and the great 


to your own Femilies, and the Perſons for whoſe 
Þ ys Pre- 


1 muſt finally put your Enemies to ſilence. It will 
1 then manifeſtly appear to all unprejudic'd- Per- 
1 ſons, your Zeal in this Cauſe is the effect of the 
* beſt Principles, religious Fear of God, and a ge- 
ij nerous Love to Mankiñe. 
. 2. As jou are hereby vindicated, you are 
we . couraged and exhorted to proceed: To ſtand firmly 
the Cauſe of God, and the Intereſts of your 
»» Country; this is ſure a Cauſe too glorious to be 
„ forſaken: And what Diſcouragements, what 
1 Difficulties ſoever you meet with, cannot be 
15 ſuch, as will warrant you at once to give up the 
| Rights of God and Ceſar. Think with your- 
193 ſelves, if the Difficulties are too great that lie in 
8 the Way to an End ſo neceffary, notwithſtanding 


common Arts of obſtinate Wickedneſs, in per- 
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| The bel . . have for the — 
ſuch as we yet Intent, is from the v 


| arms your: Deſign to leſſen the numerous 9 


= have all Reaſon to expect his Bl 


be, and of aiming ſineerely ar his: Glory and 


mew all Perſons who wiſh well to your: De 


ed that no room is leſt * doubr r chem. 1 2 75 = F 


tion to promote this Cauſe in one and the ſame 1 
way. A great deal is certainly left to our own bs 
Prudence, as to the manner of it: but I hope 1 + 


may now be allow'd to ſay, That every one is 13 85 = 
under an Obligation to promote this Cauſe in 


ſhould do ſo in ſuch way as is moſt likely to ſun-x YM 
ceed. The Method 5 have engaged in has the 285 85 4 


to * no rs Attempts of nn can bo: 1 


mne 


des rege that will otherwiſe lie in their Way. N. 5 5 A 
er you have the Laws of your Country od 1 
Side, you are engaged in the Cauſe of Gods ö 
eſſing and 
powerful Aſſiſtance. The Ryent indeed is Are 
hands: But the Conſcience of perfor 
Duty to him, which way ſoever the Feet 1 


the general Good of Mankind, will at pref 
afford you the higheſt and nobleſt Pleaſurs; 
aſſure you, however you miſs your reward {On 
Men, you ſhall receive full A Reward — 
the Hands of God. 1 

3. To conclude; Theſe Conliderations odd 


how much they are concerned to e 1 | 
aſſiſt you to the urmoſt of their Rs: Ti Lhope - J 1 
all ſuch Perſons will think they are under ſom f 
Obligation to anſwer che united Rights of God 
and Ceſar, and where they are ſo Eat manifeſts | 
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do not ſay, that ever) one is under an — #7 5 | 3 iq 


ſome way or other, and that in Prudence os 5 


Advantage of mature Deliberation to form it, ar 
of Experience to ripen and perfect it. It is 0 
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Spirit, Au eigned Zeal for the publick Good. 
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SoſperityFol their Country at heart, ad 
they not directed to wiſh well to your Underta- 
king, as they deſiteè the Succeſs of your Cauſe? II. 
they ſincetely do ſo, can leſs be expected of them, 
than their good Word, their Prayers to recom- f 
mend your Cauſe to the Bleſſing of God, and to 
juſtify your Conduct againſt the unreaſonable Re- 
proaches of Men? And it this be reaſonable, ſure 
ſomething moxe-may be reaſonable too; that the 
who can 1 Shit you by their Counſel, or aſſiſt you 
&, ſhonld do ſo; that they WwWho 
onvenience to their private Affairs 


erſally into Mens Hearts a publick 


May He ſo bleſs your Endeavours, and He can do 
it, that ve may all rejoyce in the Succeſs of them. 
May we live to ſee the happy Times, when Fudg+ * 
ment ſhall ſo: dwell in theſe Lands, and Richreoaſeſ, ' 
remain among us; that the Word of Righteouſneſs a 
he Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs Quietneſs and 
Aſſurance for ever, Iſa. xxxii. 16, 17. which God 

of his infinite Mercy grant. «7 by 


